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I. CALL TO ORDER  

The South Carolina Human Affairs Commission (“SCHAC” or the “agency”) held its Board 

meeting on August 22, 2025, at the S.C. Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism, Edgar A. 

Brown Building, 1205 Pendleton Street, Room 252, Columbia, SC.  Public notice was posted at 

SCHAC’s main office entrance and placed on the SCHAC’s website.  Chairman Hall called the 

meeting to order at 10:01am and asked for the roll call. 

 

II. ROLL CALL  

Janeen Sanders, Executive Assistant, called the roll of Board members.  A quorum was established.  

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Chairman Hall  called for the approval of the minutes from June 5, 2025. The motion for the 

minutes to be approved was made by Vice Chair Sellers and seconded by Commissioner Amonitti. 

 

The minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

IV. OPENING REMARKS 

Chairman Hall opened the meeting with a welcome to everyone for joining, mentioned that one of 

the newest board members was not in attendance to a work conflict and would be joining for the next 

meeting. 

 

V. OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business to be discussed. 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
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Chairman Hall informed the Board that two standing committees, the Finance Division and the Legal 

Division, required commissioner appointments. Interim Commissioner Caldwell provided a brief 

synopsis of the responsibilities of both committees. Commissioner Palmer volunteered to chair the 

Legal Division, and by default, it was noted that Commissioner Wilson would head the Finance 

Division. 

 

This concluded New Business. 

 

VII. BOARD REPORT 

A. Administration  

Commissioner Amonitti yielded the floor to Deputy Commissioner Leslie to deliver the 

Administration Report. 

Deputy Commissioner Leslie provided an update on the agency’s upcoming relocation to the 

State Archives and History Building. SCHAC will occupy a portion of the second floor and the 

entire third floor of the new facility. 

Since the last update, the estimated move-in date has been moved up from September 2026 to 

approximately June 2026. Some preliminary work has already begun, and meetings are 

underway to ensure the earliest possible move-in date. 

This concluded the Administration Report. 

B. Legal Update  

General Counsel McLeod provided an overview of the following slides: 

 
The above numbers reflect the major data points for the legal division.  While this list is not all-

inclusive, it offers a numerical representation of how we allot our time reviewing matters to make 

sure our outcomes are compliant with state and federal law.  The categories on the left are listed in 

descending order of most time-consuming to least.  This list does not account for pending litigation—

we cover that in executive session because it is subject to the attorney-client privilege and because it 

is improper to comment on pending litigation in a public forum. 
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The above chart tracks the success of the agency mediator, Larry McBride.  General Counsel McLeod 

was hopeful that the total settlement amount for the contract year ending on September 30, 2022, 

would top 1 million. 

 

 
Lastly, General Counsel McLeod stated the Legal division also handles all FOIA requests that come 

into the agency.  The agency charges the requesting party if the file they are requesting is over 100 

pages. 

 

This concluded the Legal Report. 

 

C. Legislative Update 

Vice Chair Sellers turned this portion of the meeting over to Interim Commissioner Caldwell. 
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Interim Commissioner Caldwell advised the board that, with the legislation still in summer session, 

there hasn’t been much activity.  During that time of year, budget requests would have been 

submitted, but due to the agency obtaining all it needed during the last fiscal year, no requets were 

going to be made.  

 

This concluded the Legislative portion of the report. 

 

D. Personnel Update 

Lawrence Smalls delivered the Personnel Report as follows: 

As of August 22, 2025, the agency had a total of  63 Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) positions, 2 

temporary positions and 6 vacancies. The vacant positions are as follows: 

• Agency Head 

• Community Relations Consultant (pending interviews) 

• Technical services & Training- (Training Coordinator) (pending interviews) 

• Technical Services & Training (Program Coordinator I) (pending  job posting) 

• Attorney II (pending interviews) 

• IT Consultant (pending candidate selection)  

Additionally, there were three new hires and two resignations. 

This concluded the Personnel portion of the report. 

E. Financial Update  

Chairman Hall turned the meeting over to Thomas Kaminer to present the Financial Report to the 

Board. 

Given the presence of new board members, Mr. Kaminer provided a brief training on how to read 

and interpret the report. Since Commissioner Palmer now oversees that division, Mr. Kaminer also 

offered him additional context regarding the agency’s budget and financial status based on the 

distributed reports. 

Mr. Kaminer noted that the agency ended FY25 with $650k in reserve. He emphasized that the 

agency’s spending and overall financial position remain strong and well-managed. 

This concluded the Financial Report. 

VIII. COMMISSION REPORTS 

A. Administration 

Interim Commissioner Caldwell informed the Board that the Fair Housing contract ended on June 

30. The division closed more than 100 cases for the second consecutive year, exceeding the allotted 

target of approximately 60 cases. 

The EEO contract is expected to wrap up by September 30, and the team is diligently working to 

close their remaining cases. 

Interim Commissioner Caldwell noted that the Division Directors would provide additional details 

in their respective reports.  



5 

 

 

B. Consultative Services Programs  

 

i. Technical Services & Training 

Deputy Commissioner Leslie gave a brief highlight for this division as listed below:  

 

 

Deputy Commissioner Leslie then discussed the trainings that we provide through Alphia Dunbar 

and the trainings she has conducted for June & July 2025: 
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ii. Community Relations & Outreach 

For this Division, Deputy Commissioner Leslie discussed the upcoming events for the team. 
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The below slide shows the tracking of the agency’s 90E cases: 

 

iii. Intake Processing 

Deputy Commissioner Leslie also presented on the Intake Division as follows:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This concluded the report on the Consultative Services Division. 

 

C. Compliance Programs 

 

i. EEO Enforcement  

Director Whitmire discussed her division. 

  

➢ EEO Enforcement Director 

➢ 4 - EEO Enforcement Supervisors 
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➢ 1- EEO Administrative Coordinator (Supervisor)  

➢ 1 – EEO Administrative Assistant  

➢ 15 - Investigators 

❖ 2 Experienced Investigators (5+ years) 

❖ 3 Intermediate Investigators (1-3 years) 

❖ 10 New Investigators (8 months and less) 

 

Director Whitmire reiterated the EEOC contract timeframe runs from October 1 to September 

30.  The division is contracted to close 530 cases.  65 cases per month is what is required as of 

present date. 

 

This concluded Director Whitmire’s report. 

 

 

ii. Fair Housing Enforcement 

Director Thomas wasn’t able to make the meeting so Interim Commissioner Caldwell gave 

her report overview of  FY 2024-2025 for the Fair Housing Division: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

  
                 

  
                          



10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

                     

                       

           

          

      

    

                

         

                

                

      

            

            

                            

                

                  

                 

            



11 

 

 

 

 

Here is the staff the Fair Housing Division is comprised of: 

 

 

That concluded the Fair Housing report. 

 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

There were no public comments at this time. 

 

X. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

The Board thanked the staff for their diligence and continued hard work. 

 

General Session adjourned at 11:15am and a break was taken until 11:21am.   

 

XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Charmain Hall called for a motion to be made to enter Executive Session. Commissioner Palmer 

made a motion to enter Executive Session.  Vice Chair Sellers second.  Executive Session began at 

11:22am.  

 

Chairman Hall called for a motion to exit Executive Session.  Vice Chair Sellers made the motion to 

exit, and Commissioner Amonitti second.  After unanimous consent, Executive Session ended at 

12:00pm.   

 

Chairman Hall made a motion to re-enter the General Session.  Commissioner Palmer made the 

motion, and Commissioner Amonitti seconded at 12:01pm. 

 

XII. NEXT BOARD MEETING 

The next Board meeting is scheduled for 10:00am on November 20, 2025 location TBD. 
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XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

There was no other business for the good of the body to be discussed.  Chairman Hall called for a 

motion to adjourn for the day.  Chairman Hall called for a motion to adjourn for the day.  

Commissioner Palmer made the motion to adjourn and Vice Chair Sellers second. 

 

  After unanimous consent, the meeting was concluded at 12:02pm. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Janeen D. Sanders, SCHAC Executive Assistant. 

 

___________________________________  ________________________________ 

Marvin Caldwell, Jr., Interim Commissioner   Steve Hall, Chairman 

 

       ________________________________ 

        Date 


